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At	 the	 School	 of		 Theology	 we	 are	 engaged	









that the publication we briefly mentioned during our 
first meeting would become a reality. It has, and that, 
for	me,	is	a	dream	come	true.	I	would	like	to	take	this	











a	work	of		 integrity.	Thank	you	for	 the	 freedom	to	
realize	this	dream.





nal	 that	 makes	 me	 happy.	 Your	 questions	 and	 in-
sights	have	been	challenging	and	 the	 journal	 is	 the	
better	for	it.




Students	 of		 the	 SOT—Because	 of		 your	 good	
work,	we	don’t	have	44	pages	of		emptiness.	Thank	
you	to	all	of		you	who	submitted	pieces	for	the	jour-











Kendall A. Ketterlin, Lauren L. Murphy, Genevieve L. Mougey
Deo Gratias
obsculta
Nothing is more practical than finding God, that is, than falling in 
love in a quite absolute, final way. What you are in love with, what 
seizes your imagination will affect everything. It will decide what 
will get you out of  bed in the mornings, what you will do with your 
evenings, how you spend your weekends, what you read, who you 
know, what breaks your heart, and what amazes you with joy and 
gratitude. Fall in love, stay in love, and it will decide everything. 
(Pedro Arrupe, SJ)
These	 are	 the	 words	 from	 Pedro	 Arrupe	 that	
brought	me	to	Saint	John’s.		I	spent	much	time	be-
fore	moving	here	thinking	about	where	my	heart	was.	
Was	 it	 really	 in	ministry?	 	Discernment	 to	me	 has	












I	told	my	first lie. (I was two, I did write on the wall, 





back	and	forth	with such fluidity that we are able to 
distance ourselves	from	their	very	costly	nature.		
As	an	undergrad	English	major	I	was	able	to	ex-
plore	 in	great	depth	my	 love	 for	 the	written	word.	










a reflection of many different people, their dreams 
and	ambitions,	as	well	as	my	own.		In	pursuing	this	
publication,	 I	was	made	 to	 realize	my	own	dreams	
and	the	steps	needed	to	make	those	a	reality.		
With	my	 involvement	 in	Obsculta,	 I	 decided	 to	
pursue	this	project	with	a	style	typical	to	Benedictine	
living.	The	integrity	that	is	fundamental	to	the	core	
learning	 at	 the	 SOT•Sem	would	 need	 to	 be	 trans-
ferred	authentically	to	this	project.		Also,	there	would	
need	to	be	an	audacious	spirit	that	could	be	felt	and	
recognized when first glimpsing this work. Finally, 
this	would	be	accomplished	through	deliberate	pur-
suit	of		the	scholarly	work	that	is	done	in	the	School	
of		 Theology.	 There	 is	 one	 phrase	 from	 a	 famous	
poem	that	I	have	 the	opportunity	 to	see	every	day	
that I go to work at the School of  Theology offices. I 
wish	to	share	those	words	with	you.	As	you	read	this	





I went to the woods because I wished to live deliberately, to 
front only the essential facts of  life, and see if  I could not 
learn what it had to teach, and not, when I came to die, to 
discover that I had not lived. (Henry David Thoreau)
Perceptions
Genevieve L. MougeyIn the Woods
4 obsculta
When people first get to know me, it does not 









worked	 in	 the	 area	 right	 around	 the	Trade	Center.	
For	 the	past	 three	 days,	 he	 had	been	 trying	 to	 get	
in	 touch	with	 them	on	 the	phone,	 but	was	having	
no	luck.	Too	much	chaos,	and	too	many	people	try-
ing	to	get	in	touch	with	their	own	loved	ones.	Kevin	

















telling	our	 story	 to	 another	person—our	 thoughts,	
feelings,	 and	 ideas—we	 are	 helping	 to	 bring	 God	
into	the	world.
The	desire	to	share	our	stories	is	what	inspired	
me	 to	knock	on	Lauren’s	door	 last	 summer	with	a	
desire	to	put	together	something,	some	type	of 	pub-
lication	or	on-line	 forum	for	 students	 to	 share	 the	
work	they	have	been	doing.	Over	the	course	of 	my	
first two semesters here at Saint John’s, I would get 
excited	when	 I	heard	people	 talk	 about	 the	papers	
they	were	working	on	for	class.		Whether	it	was	a	dis-







had	 spent	much	 of 	 the	 last	 year	working	 to	 get	 a	
student	publication	going.	
It’s	our	stories	that	are	sacred,	and	sharing	them	
is	 what	Obsculta	 means	 for	 me,	 opening	 ourselves	
with	 one	 another	 and	 breaking	 open	 our	 commu-
nity.	
I	 am	 extremely	 grateful	 that	Lauren	 and	Gen-






May	God	bless	you	and	open	 the	 treasures	of 	
your	heart,	
And the Word became Flesh
Easter
Morning
Kendall A. Ketterlin
